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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: INDEPENDENCE ELECTIONS AND GOVERNMENT 
DISCUSSED BY EC 

1 . PRESS ACCOUNTS STATE THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (EC) AT A 
MAY 16 SESSION ACCEPTED A MINISTERIAL COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION 
THAT THE INDEPENDENT GOVERNMENT WILL BE HEADED BY A TITULAR 
PRESIDENT, TO BE ELECTED BY AN ELECTORAL COLLEGE OF MEMBERS 
OF PARLIAMENT, AND LED BY A PRIME MINISTER APPOINTED FROM 
AND RESPONSIBLE TO PARLIAMENT. THERE WILL ALSO BE A SENATE 
AS WELL AS PARLIAMENT. ALL THESE SUGGESTIONS ARE TO BE 
ENTRENCHED CLAUSES IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION NOW BEING DRAFTED. 
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2. ONE ACCOUNT ALSO SAYS THAT THE EC DISCUSSED HOW VOTING 
IS TO BE CARRIED OUT FOR THE INDEPENDENCE ELECTIONS TO 
BE HELD BEFORE DECEMBER 31. IT REPORTS THAT THE STRONGEST 
SUPPORT IS FOR A 

PARTY LIST SYSTEM, WITH VOTES BEING 
CAST FOR A PARTY (OR ITS LEADER) AND 
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THE LEADER THEN 

ALLOCATING PARLIAMENTARY SEATS ON A PROPORTIONAL 

REPRESENTATION BASIS. 

3. COMMENT: IF THESE CLAUSES DO BECOME ENTRENCHED IN 
THE NEW CONSTITUTION, IT WILL GIVE THE WHITES, THROUGH 
THEIR DISPROPORTIONATE REPRESENTATION IN PARLIAMENT, 

A SIGNIFICANT IF NOT DOMINANT SAY OVER THE PRESIDENTIAL 
AND PRIME MINISTERIAL APPOINTEES. THE APPOINTEES MAY, 
THEREFORE, NOT REFLECT THE POPULAR WILL, WHICH WOULD 
PROBABLY HAVE MEANT A BLACK LEADER IN BOTH POSITIONS. 

THE SUGGESTED VOTING PROCEDURE APPEARS TO FAVOR CHIRAU 
AND SITHOLE TO A CERTAIN EXTENT. WHEREAS, AS PARTY LEADERS, 
THEY CAN GARNER A SET PERCENTAGE OF VOTES, THEY MAY NOT 
HAVE FARED SO WELL IF FORCED TO FIND CAPABLE CANDIDATES 
TO CONTEST SUCH CONSTITUENCY. 

NELSON 
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